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Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association 
Pre-Convention National Board of Directors Meeting 

1300, November 3, 2025, Springfield, MO 
 
The Pre-Convention National Board of Directors was called to order by NP Kelly Peña on 
November 3, 2025, at 1:00 pm, at the Oasis Hotel and Conference Center in Springfield, MO. 
 
NChap Dorothy Smiley said the opening prayer and the Bible was opened. The following 
Officers were present: 

• NP Kelly Peña; 
• NVP Gini Larson, PNP; 
• NES Laurie Starkey; 
• NFS Pat Suckow, PNP; 
• NT Sharon Lippitt; 
• JrPNP Veralyn Thomas; 
• RPNE/NEng Nicholas Luz; 
• RPEC Loretta Jorden; 
• RPSE Carolyn Whittaker, PNP; 
• RPNC Donna Lickteig; 
• RPSC John Neal; 
• RPWC Tina Pedersen; and 
• RPSW Myrna Sales. 

 
NP Peña declared that a quorum was present pursuant to Article 8, Section 802(f) of the 
C&BL of the LA FRA. 
 
NP Peña introduced NParl Helen Courneya, PNP, and NChap Dorothy Smiley. 
 
All PNPs, PRPs, PNChaps, PNParls, RP-Es and RVPs in attendance were recognized. 
 
NP Peña welcomed Auxiliary members and guests to the NBOD meeting and reminded them 
that all members have access to the meeting but have no vote or any privileges of the floor 
except under the Good of the Order, as time permits. NP Peña stated that the meeting is an 
opportunity to accomplish any necessary business to help expedite the convention 
business sessions. 
 
NT Lippitt read the inventory for the NP, NVP, NES, NFS, NT, and NChap. (Exhibits A-F).  
 
The following items were marked for survey: 
 

NP Inventory: 
 

 • 2018-2020 NP Flash Drive My 
passport SN: WX62DCOKLEYR 

• 4 2 drawer File Cabinets (1991 
$1,919.94) 
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• 1 National President Gavel 
 

NFS inventory: 
 

 • Printer-HP Office Jet Pro 9025E 
Wireless Color All in one Printer 
(purchased 5/23)  
Serial #TH29G560J1  
 

NT inventory:  • 1 HP Pavillion LT 15 computer 
 

NVP Larson, PNP, moved that we accept the inventories of the NP, NVP, NES, NFS, NT and 
NChap as read by the National Treasurer. RPNC Lickteig seconded. Discussion held. Motion 
carried. 
 
NVP Larson, PNP, moved that we remove the 2018-2020 NP Flash Drive My passport SN: 
WX62DCOKLEYR, the four (4) 2 drawer File Cabinets (1991 $1,919.94) and the National 
President Gavel from the NP inventory list instead of surveying the items. NFS Suckow, PNP, 
seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 
 
NVP Larson, PNP, moved that we survey the HP computer on the NT inventory list. RPSC 
Neal seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 
 
NVP Larson, PNP, moved that we survey the Printer-HP Office Jet Pro 9025E Wireless Color 
All in one Printer (purchased 5/23), Serial #TH29G560J1, on the NFS inventory list. NFS 
Suckow, PNP, seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 
 
Ratification of the Regional ByLaws 
 
None were submitted so no action was taken. 
 
Unit Information 
 

• Reactivated Units: There was 1 unit reactivated during the 2024-2025 Associaton 
Year per the Regional President. This Unit was Unit 67 (EC). 

• Units Surrendered Charters: 2 charters were revoked and 1 charter 
surrendered during the 2024-2025 Association Year. Unit 124 (NE/Neng) and Unit 163 
(SW) were revoked and Unit 222 (SC) was surrendered. 

• Units that are working on the procedures to surrender their charter: 1 Unit's 
charter was handed to NP Peña by FRA NP Behm without going through the 
procedures listed in our C&BL and/or SR during the 2024-2025 Association Year. This 
unit was 32 (NC). 

• Units that were placed in suspension and have completed the necessary steps to 
have the suspension lifted: RPEC Loretta Jorden reported that Unit 67 was now in 
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compliance with the IRS. NP Peña reported that all Units in the NW Region completed 
the necessary items to lift their suspension. 
 
JrPNP Thomas moved that East Coast Region Unit 67 remain under suspension until 
they provide proof that they are in compliance with the IRS and have a checking 
account and their monies have been deposited to that account to the NBOD. RPSE 
Whittaker, PNP, second. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

• Units Placed Under Suspension but have not completed the necessary steps to have 
the suspension lifted: None. 

• Units that RPs Suggest be Placed Under Suspension: RPSE Whittaker, PNP, 
recommended that Unit 102 be closed as they are down to 5 members. No action 
taken by the NBOD as this issue is being turned over to RPSE-E Klase. RPNC Lickteig 
recommended that Unit 216 be suspended as they were not holding meetings. No 
action was taken. 

• Any Units where a Branch is or may be placed under suspension or closed: None. 
 
Old/Unfinished Business 
 
NVP Larson, PNP, advised the NBOD that the corrections to C&BL Section 606(b) still have 
not been done. The votes given to a Unit is 1 vote for the charter, 1 vote for every 15 members. 
 
RPEC Loretta Jorden advised the NBOD that there still are not enough members to start a 
Unit for Branch 4. This has been ongoing for two (2) years. 
 
New Business: 
 
NP Peña was directed by FRA NP Behm that the NBR revoking the charter of Unit 163 had to 
be rescinded. NES Starkey moved to rescind NBR #10 (2024-2025) revoking the charter of 
Unit 163. NVP Larson, PNP, seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 
 
NBOD Recommendations 
 
The following recommendations were made by members of the NBOD: 
 
NFS Suckow, PNP: Please have the Units fill out the forms completely. 
 
RPEC Loretta Jorden: Recommended that Unit 182 be suspended. RPEC Loretta 
Jorden moved to suspend Unit 182. RPNC Lickteig seconded. Discussion held. Motion 
carried. 
 
Good of the Order 
 
NP Peña reminded the Board and members attending of the following: 
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Minutes of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association 
National Convention 

Convention Call posted in the Triangle, July 2025 
November 4-6, 2025, Springfield, MO 

 
Parade of Colors to Altar, Opening Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance to Flag and Preamble were 
completed during the Joint Opening Ceremonies. 
 
LA FRA National Co-Chairman Doris Fri, PNP had the Honor Guard line up for NP Peña. SAA 
Mendoza escorted NP Peña to the podium. PNP Fri presented NP Peña with her gavel of 
authority' and wished her a great convention. 
 
NParl Helen Courneya, JrPNP Veralyn Thomas, NT Sharon Lippitt, NFS Pat Suckow, PNP, 
NES Laurie Starkey, and NVP Gini Larson were introduced and took their stations. 
 
The RPs were lined up in front of the podium and introduced. 
 
PNPs, RVPs, RP-Es and PNChaps were acknowledged. 
 
NChap Smiley opened the Bible. 
 
NP Peña convened the first business session of the 92nd LA FRA National Convention. 
 
Members were advised to please make sure their cell phone is silenced, please make sure 
all private conversations are kept to a bare minimum so the meetings can continue in a 
timely manner and to use the microphone when addressing the assembly and what 
information to provide: stating name, unit number and if a delegate or a proxy, and wait to 
be recognized by the NP before addressing the convention. If presenting a motion, provide 
a written copy to the National Executive Secretary before coming to the microphone. 
 
The Memorial Service was held, and NES Starkey called the roll of deceased members. 
(Exhibit 1). 
 
Attendance was taken by NES Starkey. The following Officers were present: 

• NP Peña; 
• NVP Gini Larson; 
• NES Starkey; 
• NFS Suckow, PNP; 
• NT Lippitt; and 
• JrPNP Thomas. 

 
Reports from the following National Officers were given and/or placed on file: 

• NP (Exhibit 3); 
• NVP (Exhibit 4); 
• NES (Exhibit 5); 
• NFS (Exhibit 6); 
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• NT (Exhibit 7); 
• JrPNP (Exhibit 8); 
• NChap (Exhibit 9); 
• RPNE/NEng (Exhibit 10); 
• RPEC (Exhibit 11); 
• RPSE (Exhibit 12); 
• RPNC (Exhibit 13), 
• RPSC (Exhibit 14); 
• RPWC (Exhibit 15); and 
• RPSW (Exhibit 16). 

 
JrPNP Thomas gave the Convention Minutes Publishing Report .JrPNP Thomas moved that 
the 2024 Minutes be approved as published. NES Starkey. No discussion held. Motion 
carried. 
 
The delegates had no objection to a 'proceed' basis. NES Starkey read the 'resolved' in 
numeric order NBRs # 1 (2024-2025) through NBR #13 (2024-2025) (Exhibit 17). NES 
Starkey moved to ratify the 2024-2025 NBOD's NBRs numbered 1 through 13. JrPNP 
Thomas seconded. No discussion held. Motion carried. 
 
Reports from the Standing Committees were given, read and/or placed on file: 
 

• Honorary Membership (Exhibit 18): NES Starkey read Chairman Hope 
Spurgeon's report. NES Starkey moved to accept the recommendation of 
the Honorary Membership Committee that Kristi Krankowski, Unit 24, Mary 
Frazier, Unit 287, and Martin Moreno, Unit 289, be voted in as Honorary 
Members of the Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association. JrPNP Thomas 
second. No discussion held. Motion carried. 

• Pilgrimage Chairman (Exhibit 19): NES Starkey read Chairman Hoover's 
report. 

• Pilgrimage Tea Chairman (Exhibit 20) 
• Membership and Retention Committee (Exhibit 21): NVP Larson presented 

the Unit with the largest percentage of gain with the Membership Award. 
Awards were also given to the Units with the most New and Reinstated 
Members, and the All Star Recruiters of New Members. The Membership 
awards are as follows: 
 
MEMBERSHIP AWARD BY UNIT WITH THE  
LARGEST PERCENTAGE OF GAIN (2023-2024) 
GROUP  UNIT NAME   GAIN 
ONE  290 Atlantic Beach  17.60% 
TWO  346 St Andrew Bay 11.20% 
THREE  183 Interlachen  15.30% 
FOUR  163 Valley of the Sun 5.30% 
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OVERALL WINNER MEMBERSHIP PLAQUE: Atlantic Beach, Unit 290 
 
******************************************************************** 
NVP RECRUITING AWARDS-UNITS 
MEMBERSHIP AWARD FOR THE UNIT THAT 
RECRUITED THE MOST NEW AND REINSTATED MEMBERS 
 
UNIT NAME   REINSTATE NEW  TOTAL 
24  Annapolis  34  126  160 
170  Everett  14  55  69 
290  Atlantic Beach 15  27  42 
183  Interlachen  6  21  27 
289  Imperial Beach 15  11  26 
346  St Andrew Bay 8  18  26 
 
********************************************************************* 
ALL STAR RECRUITER OF THE YEAR--- NEW MEMBERS 
 
NAME   UNIT NEW MEMBERS PLACE 
Walter Flynn  170  27   1st 
Diane Hoover, PNP 24 25   2nd 
Mary Spare   24  16   3rd 
Roxanne Donovan  290  14   4th 

 
PNP Murray moved to lift the suspension of Unit 182 and place 182 back in good working 
order. RPEC-E Virginia Jorden seconded. No discussion held. Motion carried. 
 
PNP Murray moved to seat RPNW Cindy Salsbury after being duly sworn. NFS Suckow, 
PNP, seconded. No discussion held. Motion carried. 
 
Continuation of Reports from the Standing Committees were given, read and/or placed on 
file: 
 

• Unit Report (Exhibit 22) 
• Liaison to Editor of FRAToday (Exhibit 23) 
• National VAVS Representative (Exhibit 24) 
• Archives (Exhibit 25): NES Starkey read Chairman Hoover's report. RPNC 

Lickteig corrected the report from Branson to Springfield. This correction 
was noted. 

• Courtesy Chair (Exhibit 26) 
• Scholarship (Exhibit 27) 
• Webmaster  
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C&BL Chairman PNP Rodham-Tuck gave her report regarding the C&BL changes. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on the Resolution (Exhibit 28) to amend the preamble to read as 
follows: "PREAMBLE OF THE AUXILIARY OF THE FLEET RESERVE ASSOCIATION: Having a 
keen sense of responsibility, being true Americans, and bearing in mind the Preamble of 
the Fleet Reserve Association, we, the members of the Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve 
Association, do band together to aid, assist end promote in all matters pertaining to 
welfare, social and patriotic work, for the benefit of the Fleet Reserve Association, its 
members and their families. Thus do we associate and declare these principles to be the 
foundation and the Preamble to the Constitution of the Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve 
Association."  This change failed. (Tally Sheet attached as Exhibit 29) 
 
The following motions were made on the resolution to change the C&BLs and SRs (Exhibit 
30): 
 

• PNP Murray moved that Article 4, Section 402(c) be amended to state "Members will 
receive notices at 30 days from the Unit Vice President, 60 days from the Regional 
Vice Presidents and 90 days from the National Vice President."  RPEC-E Virginia 
Jorden second. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tucked moved that the change to Article 6, Section 603(a) which 

states "The Sponsors of the National Convention appoints or elects a Convention 
Chairman and Committee. The Convention Chairman reports the names and 
addresses of the Committee and the name and address of the Convention 
Headquarters, to the National President no later than 1 January."  be accepted. 
Saundra Smith seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that the change to Article 6, Section 603(d) which states 

"The Sponsors of the National Convention furnish, without expense to the LA FRA. a 
suitable convention meeting room. The sponsoring group shall not obligate the LA 
FRA without prior approval of the NBOD." be accepted. NVP Larson, PNP, 
seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 6, Section 604(b) be deleted and all 

subsequent sections be renumbered. Therefore, Section 604(c) becomes Section 
604(b); Section 604(d) becomes Section 604(c); Section 604(d) becomes Section 
604(c). NVP Larson, PNP, seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 6, Section 604(c) be amended to state "The 

LA FRA shall assume the following expenses of the National Convention; recording, 
transcription, publication, and distribution of the convention minutes including any 
expenses associated with convention business." PNP Murray seconded. Discussion 
held. Motion carried. 
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• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 6, Section 610(d) be amended to read 

"Election to office requires a majority of the votes cast by those units present or 
represented by proxy and voting." RPNC Lickteig seconded. Discussion held. 
Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that that Article 6, Section 614, Sub-section 614(b) be 

amended to state "Past National Officers' pins are presented to the outgoing Board 
immediately before the installation by the current National President." NFS Suckow, 
PNP, seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• The resolution to amend Article 8, Section 802, subsection 802(1) be amended to 

read "The NBOD may grant permission for use of the LA FRA logo to a Unit, Region, 
Convention Committee for fundraising and to individuals to use for their business. 
They must petition the NBOD with details on the use of the logo. The use of the logo 
should be granted for a specific item or items and/or a time frame." was rescinded. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 8 Section 803 subsection 803(d)(11, 24, and 

38) be deleted and Article 8 Section 803 subsection 803(d) be renumbered as 
follows: Appointments - The National President shall make the following 
appointments; (1) National Chaplain. (2) National Parliamentarian, (3} Archives, (4) 
Audit Committee - NFS, (5) Audit Committee - NT, (6) Budget & Finance Committee, 
(7) Color Bearers, (8) Color Guard, (9) Constitution & Bylaws Committee, (10) 
Constitution & Bylaws Edit Committee, (11) Convention Minutes Publishing 
Committee, (12) Courtesy Committee, (13} Credentials Committee. (14) Goodwill 
Ambassador. (15) Historian. (16) Honorary Member Committee, (17) Keeper of the 
Keys. (18) Liaison to Editor, "FRAToday" Fleet Reserve Association (19) Liaison to 
FRA, (20) Marshall, (21) Membership & Retention Committee, (22) Musician, (23) 
National VAVS/VSH Representative, (24) National VAVS/SVH Deputies, (25} 
National President's Yearbook, (26) Nominating Committee, (27) Pages, (30) 
Pilgrimage Chairman, (31) Registration Committee, (29 Scholarship Committee, 
(32) Sergeant-at-arms, (33} Special Committees, (34) Tally Committee, (35) Time & 
Place Committee, (36) Unit Report Committee, (37) Vocalist, and (38) Web Master. 
NFS Sukow, PNP, seconded. After discussion, PNP Rodham-Tuck rescinded her 
motion and NFS Suckow, PNP, rescinded her second. 

 
• PNP Murray then moves to strike Article 8, Section 803, subsections 803(d)(4) titled 

"audit committee at Convention - NES and 803(d)(5), titled "audit committee at 
National Convention - NT" and Article 8 Section 803 sub-section 803(d) be 
renumbered as follows: Appointments - The National President shall make the 
following appointments: (1) National Chaplain. (2) National Parliamentarian, (3) 
Archives, (4) Audit Committee - NFS, (5) Audit Committee - NT, (6) Budget & Finance 
Committee, (7) Color Bearers, (8) Color Guards, (9) Constitution & Bylaws 
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Committee, (10) Constitution & Bylaws Edit Committee, (11) Convention Minutes 
Publishing Committee, (12) Courtesy Committee, (13) Credentials Committee. (14) 
Goodwill Ambassador. (15) Historian. (16) Honorary Member Committee, (17) 
Keeper of the Keys. (18) Liaison to Editor, "FRA Today" Fleet Reserve Association 
(19) Liaison to FRA, (20) Marshall, (21) Membership & Retention Committee, (22) 
Musician, (23) National VAVSNSH Representative, (24) National VAVS/SVH 
Deputies, (25) National President's Yearbook, (26) Nominating Committee, (27) 
Pages, (28) Pilgrimage Chairman, (29) Registration Committee, (30) Scholarship 
Committee, (31) Sergeant-at-arms, (32) Special Committees, (33) Tally Committee, 
(34) Time & Place Committee, (35) Unit Report Committee, (36) Vocalist, and (37) 
Web Master. RPEC-E Virginia Jorden seconded. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 8, Section 807(b) be amended to add sub-

subsection(i) to read "Article 8, Section 807(b) subsubsection (i) Communicate with 
members that are 60-days past due by postcard, phone call. or email to remind 
them that their dues are in arrears." RPEC-E Virginia Jorden seconded. Discussion 
held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 8, Section 808(e) be deleted and all 

subsequent section be renumbered to read " Article 8, Section 808(e) be deleted 
and all subsequent sections be renumbered. Thus, Section 808(f) becomes Section 
808(e); Section 808(g) becomes Section 808(f); Section 808(h) becomes Section 
808(g); Section 808(i) becomes Section 808(h); Section 8080) becomes Section 
808(i); Section 808(k) becomes Section 808(1); Section 808(1) becomes Section 
808(k); Section 808(m) becomes Section 808(1); Section 808(n) becomes Section 
808(m); Section 808(0) becomes Section 808(n); Section 808(p) becomes Section 
808(0); Section 808(q) becomes section 808(p); Section 808(r) becomes Section 
808(q); Section 808(s) becomes Section 808(r); Section 808(t) becomes Section 
808(s); Section 808(u) becomes Section 808(t); Section 808(v) becomes section 
808(u); and Section 808(w) becomes Section 808(v), Section 808(y) becomes 
Section 808(x); and Section 808(z) becomes Section 808(y)." . RPEC-E Virginia 
Jorden second. After discussion, PNP Rodham-Tuck amended her motion to stop at 
808(w) and anything after that is void. RPEC-E Virginia Jorden seconded the 
amendment. No additional discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 8, Section 809(d) be reworded to read "The 

National Financial Secretary shall handle all supplies and furnishes information as 
requested by Branches desiring to form a Unit of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet 
Reserve Association. Supplies shall consist of transfer forms, special certification 
forms. Charter application and membership application forms. A letter of 
Instruction shall be mailed from this officer, with copies of all correspondence to 
the National President, National Executive Secretary, and the Regional President, of 
that Region, of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association." NES Starkey 
seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 
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• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 8, Section 815 subsection 815(b) be 

amended to add subsection 2 and therefore read: 
"1. Has charge of acquiring the LA FRA wreaths for Tomb of the Unknowns and 
the Mast of the Maine, at Arlington, Virginia 
2. Arranges for the hotel headquarters 
3. Arranges a hotel reception room 
4. Arranges a traditional reception for the National President to be held on the 
Saturday of the Pilgrimage weekend, with tea, coffee, cake, mints, etc. no alcoholic 
beverages. 
5. Makes arrangements at the cemetery 
6. Bus Transportation 
7. Printing and distributing programs". 
PNP Murray seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 8, Section 815 subsection 815(b) be 

amended to read : "The Chairman's duties are as follows: 
1. Has charge of acquiring the LA FRA wreaths for Tomb of the Unknowns and 
the Mast of the Maine, at Arlington, Virginia 
2. Arranges for hotel headquarters 
3. Arranges a hotel reception room 
4. Arranges a traditional reception for the National President to be held at a 
time during the Pilgrimage with tea, coffee, cake, mints, etc. no alcoholic 
beverages. 
5. Makes arrangements at the cemetery. 
6. Arranges for bus transportation 
7. Printing and distributing programs" 
RPEC-E Virginia Jorden second. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 8, Section 817(d) be amended to read "In 

case the office of the National Financial Secretary or the National Treasurer is 
vacated. the financial records of the LA FRA shall be audited to date of successor 
taking office. The current ongoing inventory should be audited and signed by the 
representative and the audit committee." PNChap Nathan second. Discussion held. 
Motion carried. 
 

• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 8, Section 820 be amended to add 
Subsection 820(b) and all subsequent subsections be renumbered to read "Article 8 
Section 820 Subsection 820(b) Members of the National Membership and Retention 
Committee shall communicate with past due members in the following schedule: 
Unit Vice President- 30-days; Regional Vice President -60-days and National Vice 
President - 90-days. Thus, Section 820 subsection(b) becomes Section 820(c)." NVP 
Larson, PNP seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 
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• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 8, Section 820(a) be amended to read "The 
Chairman of this committee shall be the National Vice President with all Regional 
Vice Presidents and Unit Vice Presidents as members. Their duties are to devise 
ways and means of increasing membership, retaining current members and 
persuading former members to return. They encourage the organization of Units in 
localities, which have sufficient persons eligible to sustain and support a unit." NVP 
Larson, PNP, seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 9, Section 902(a) be amended to read "The 

National Treasurer's and the National Financial Secretary's books shall be audited 
quarterly and annually." PNP Murray seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Article 9, Section 904(c) be amended to read 

"Fidelity Bond - National Officers, that have custody of Auxiliary funds shall be 
bonded under a Position Fidelity Bond. The National President, National Treasurer, 
and National Financial Secretary shall be bonded for an appropriate amount as 
recommended by the National Budget and Finance Committee to the NBOD. 
Premiums on the bond shall be paid from the funds of the treasury." NVP Larson, 
PNP, seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved to amend SR-5(b) to read "To be awarded annually to the 

male or female candidate chosen from children and stepchildren or grandchildren 
or step-grandchildren of members of the FAA and LA FRA by the National President 
and her committee. Contributions will be accepted." NChap Smiley seconded. 
Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that SR5(b) be amended to read "SR5(b) To be awarded 

annually to the male or female candidate chosen from children, stepchildren, 
grandchildren, step-grandchildren or great grandchildren or step great 
grandchildren of members of the FRA and LA FRA by the National President and 
his/her committee. Contributions will be accepted." RPSE Whitaker, PNP, second. 
Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that SR-5(c) be amended to read "To be awarded 

annually to the male or female candidate chosen from the children and 
stepchildren or grandchildren or step-grandchildren of deceased members of the 
FRA and LA FRA by the National President's committee. Contributions will be 
accepted." PNP Murray seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that that SRS(c) be amended to read "SR5(c) To be 

awarded annually to the male or female candidate chosen from children, 
stepchildren, grandchildren or step-grandchildren or great grandchildren or step 
great grandchildren of deceased members of the FRA and LA FRA by the National 
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President and his/her committee. Contributions will be accepted." RPEC-E Virginia 
Jorden seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that SR-5(d) be amended to read "To be awarded 

annually to the male or female candidate chosen from children and stepchildren or 
grandchildren or step-grandchildren of members of the FRA and LA FRA by the 
National President's committee. Contributions will be accepted." RPEC-E Virginia 
Jorden seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that SR5(d) be amended to read "SR5(d) To be awarded 

annually to the male or female candidate chosen from children, stepchildren. 
grandchildren or step-grandchildren or great grandchildren or step great 
grandchildren of members of the FRA and LA FRA by the National President and 
his/her committee. Contributions will be accepted." RPEC-E Virginia Jorden 
seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that SR-6(a) be amended to read "Scholarship is 

established in the amount set by the budget annually, to be paid from the LA FRA 
National President's Scholarship Fund. This is to be awarded annually to the male 
or female candidate chosen from children, grandchildren, stepchildren or step 
grandchildren of members of the LA FRA or FRA or deceased members of the LA 
FRA or the FRA by the National President and the committee, in the name of the 
Auxiliary, and designated as the LA FRA National President's Scholarship." PNP 
Murray seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that SR 6(a) be amended to read "SR6 (a) A Scholarship is 

established In the amount set by the budget annually, to be paid from the LA FRA 
National President's Scholarship Fund. This is to be awarded annually to the male 
or female candidate chosen from children, grandchildren, stepchildren, step-
grandchildren, great grandchildren or step-great grandchildren of members of the 
LA FRA or FAA or deceased members of the LA FRA or the FRA by the National 
President and the committee. in the name of the Auxiliary, and designated as the LA 
FRA National President's Scholarship." RPEC-E Virginia Jorden seconded. 
Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that SR-l0(i) be amended to add a Subsection 10(i) to 

read "A delegate chairman or proxy cannot serve on the tally committee in order to 
preserve the accuracy of the vote count." NFS Suckow, PNP, seconded. Discussion 
held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that that SR23 be amended to read: 

a) National Expenses- Postage and copying for the National President, National 
Vice President. National Executive Secretary, National Financial Secretary, National 



14 

Treasurer. Postage and other expenses or other National Officers, National 
Chairmen, and National Appointees are according to budget line item. 
b) Authorized Convention expense, Convention minutes, transportation of 
colors, National records, etc. 
c) Travel expenses and allowances 
d) Past National Officers Pins 
e) Membership awards 
f) Engraving Membership Plaque 
g) Pilgrimage 
h) National Chaplain-flowers or donations 
i) Awards of Merit\ 
j) Fidelity Bond 
k) Organizational supplies tor Units being organized by Branches 
l) Post Office Box Rental 
m) Forms for Membership, Transfers, Per Capita, Delegate etc. 
NFS Suckow, PNP, seconded. Motion was ruled out of order. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Standing Rule 24(a) be amended to read: 
(1) Membership Pins 
(2) Past Unit President's Pin with guard 
(3) Past Unit Vice President's Pin with guard 
(4) Pest Unit Secretary's Pin with guard 
(5) Past Unit Treasurer's Pin with guard 
(6) Past Unit Chaplain's Pin with guard 
(7) Past Unit Secretary/Treasurer's Pin with guard 
(8) Past Unit Director Pin or guard 
(9) Past Unit Officer pin guards 
(10) 5-10-15 service guard pins (and each five years thereafter) 
(11) Blue and Gold Ribbon (for pins) 
(12) Gold Pin, Silver Star; and Silver Anchor Replacements 
(13) Decals 4" X 4" with LA FRA Logo 
NFS Suckow, PNP, seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
• PNP Rodham-Tuck moved that Standing Rule 42(a) be amended to add subsection 

(i) and read "Standing Rule 42(a) Sub-section(i) Communicate with members that 
are 30-days past due by postcard, phone call, or email to remind them that their 
dues are in arrears. NFS Suckow, PNP, seconded. Discussion held. Motion carried. 

 
PNP Robbins gave the Convention Audit Report.  
 
PNChap Nathan gave the audit report for the NFS books. PNChap moved that the NFS 
books be accepted. NVP Larson, PNP, seconded. No discussion. Motion carried. 
 





Ladies Auxiliary of the 

Fleet Reserve Association 

Post-Convention NBOD Meeting 

Minutes 

November 8, 2025 
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Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association  

National Convention Post-Board Meeting  

November 8, 2025 - 9:00 a.m.-Springfield MO 

 
The Post-Board Meeting was called to order by NP Kelly Peña on November 8, 2025, at the 
Oasis Hotel & Convention Center, Springfield MO. 

National Chaplain pro tern Dorothy Smiley opened the Bible and offered the opening 

prayer. The following Officers were present: 

NP Kelly Peña 

NVP Laurie 

Starkey NES Doris 

Fri PNP NFS Pat 

Suckow PNP NT 

Sharon Lippitt 

JrPNP Veralyn 

Thomas 

RP Northeast/NEng Cindy Rodham Tuck 

PNP RP East Coast Virginia Jorden 

RP Southeast Ronalee 

Klase RP Heartland 

Joseph Neal RP West 

Coast John Souza RP 

Southwest Myrna Sales 

RP Northwest Cindy Salsbury was absent and excused. 

NP Peña declared that a quorum was present pursuant to Article 8, Section 802(f) of 
the C&BL of the LA FRA. 

NParl Helen Courneya PNP was introduced. 

NChap Eimile Jorden was absent and excused. Her address, phone, and email were 
given to the members present. 
 



Unfinished Business

The only unfinished business is the ratification of the C&BL Action taken at the meeting and
the ratification of NP Peñas National Project

New Business

RPEC Virginia Jorden talked about Units in Non Compliance.

RPHL Neal discussed the merging of the NCR & SCR and the rewriting of the Regional
Bylaws and obtaining a new EIN Number for the newly formed Heartland Region.

RPSW Sales announced that Unit 163 was suspended by Branch 1631 and Unit 289
confirmed Honorary Memberwas approved.

NT Lippitts audit committee is PNP Cindy Rodham TL1 ck, PNP Diane Hoover) and
Nativaidad Ready.

NP Peña reminded the members that PNP Diane Hoover is the “Keeper of the

Keys” NFS Suckow audit committee is PNC Gale Nathan, CaceyAnderson, and

Sue Peters.

NVP Starkey announced her Membership Project “Recruit & Retain’. She also noted that
the attire for next year will be floor length dresses of any color.

NPart Courneya PNP provided her contact information.

NP Peña and the NBOD were advised that the ERA NBOD ratified NP Peña’s National
Project and the C&BL action taken by the Delegates during the National Convention.

Good of the Order

Various individuals addressed the NBOD.

NP Peña declared the Post-Convention Board of Directors meeting of the LA ERA adjourned.
NChap pro tem Smiley offered the closing prayer and closed the Bible, at 9:45 am.

Yours in Loyalty, Protection and Service,

Kelly M. Pi1a PNP Doris C En
National Pr’sident 2024-2025 National Executive Secretary 2025-2028

17
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In Memory 

Those Who Have Passed On 
But Are With Us, Nevertheless, In Memories 

Past National Officers 

Georgia Gallagher, PNP LA FRA 
John S. Handzuk, JrPNP FRA 
Thomas Leisher, PNP FRA 

Salli Espinozai, PRPSW LA FRA 
Gladine “Betty” Dracon, PRPWC LA FRA 
Jessie Hale, PRPNC LA FRA 
Ann Lyons, PRPSE LA FRA 
Janet Normand, PRPNE LA FRA 
Joan Odom, PRPNW LA FRA 
Gail Bolz, PRPSE LA FRA 

Don Gibson, PRPSC and PRPSE FRA 
Claire Purdy, PRPEC FRA 
Darrell McKinley, PRPEC FRA 

Northeast/New England Region 

Unit 20 Groton: Dorothy Dussault 

East Coast Region 

Unit 24 Annapolis: Michael Adams, Suzanne Bearden, Melissa Cooper,  
Barbara Hendley, Venetia McNemar, Harriett Pyle,  
Deborah Woodward, Jeremy Roberts and Collette Cavegn 

Unit 99: Odessa Rainey 
Unit 181 Navy Dept.: Beatrice Stephenson 

Southeast Region 

Unit 22 Mark Kilgore:  Karen Creal 
Unit 91 First Coast:  Edith Roth 
Unit 126 West Jacksonville: Shirley Bowen, Martha Guillebeau, and Betty Lunn 
Unit 183 Interlachen:  Cathy Casey and Betsy Gabbard 
Unit 269 Low Country: Alvin Cales, Dorothy Grooms, Allyson McDermott, 

Beatrice Murphy, Nancy Sandefer and Beulah Wenzel 
Unit 294 CROSSVILLE, TN Sally Carrill 
Unit 346 St Andrews Bay: Linda Boepple and Jackie Martin 
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North Central Region 
 
Unit 161 MO-KAN:  Jessie Hale and Irma Nolan-Williams 
 

South Central Region 
 
Unit 94 Corpus Christi: Patricia Curry and Shirley Jones 
Unit 162 NOLA:  Marlene Kinghorn, Vickie Martello and Jeremy Roberts 

 
Northwest Region 

 
Unit 170 Everett:  Maryanne Kopan, Lisa VanTassen and Janice Upton 
 

West Coast Region 
 
Unit 137 Sierra-Tahoe: Jaydeane Wenks 
Unit 197 Modesto:  Betty Angeles 
Unit 261 Lemoore  Victor Giles 
Unit 274 High Sierra:  Helen Caughell 
Unit 275 Hangtown  Grace Stanley and Betty Waldron 
 

Southwest Region 
 
Unit 61 Chula Vista:   Gail Williams 
Unit 70 Poway:   Alicia Ketcham 
Unit 163 Valley of the Sun:  Katherine Meyer 
Unit 289 Imperial Beach:  Ellen Beadle, Bobbie Hines, Patricia Justine 

June Montz, Jessie Ross, Linda Schirle,  
Loretta Seybert and Joleen Warren 

Unit 302 Carson:   Rosalinda Galinato and Constancia Poquiz 

 
Members at Large 

 
Lillian Curtis 
Elviran O’Brien 
Betty Stiffler 
Catherine Variano 
Judy Graves 
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What year served? 

LADIES AUXILIARY OF THE FLEET RESERVE ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT ANNUAL REPORT 

State membership beginning of fiscal year October 1, 20� 

State membership close of fiscal year September 30, 20..1§__ 

At how many patriotic and other organizations did you represent the Ladies Auxiliary, Fleet Reserve Association? 

How many Units, October 1, 20� (Beginning Fiscal Year)? 

How many Units, September 30, 20� (End of Fiscal Year)? 

How many Units formed during term of office? 

How many Units at end of your term of office? 

State fully all work done during your term of office: 

2024-2025 

4341 

4233 

87 

47 

43 

0 

43 

My tenure as National President was marked by a whirlwind of activity and meaningful engagements. In November 2024, I had the distinct 
privilege of attending the National Convention and Fleet Reserve Association Centennial Celebration in Annapolis, Maryland. During this 
remarkable event, I was honored to participate in the Veterans Day ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery, where I was graciously invited by 
former National President Vera Thomas to accompany her as she laid a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

The day was further enriched by a reception where I had the opportunity to meet the Secretary of State for the Department of Veterans Affairs­
a moment that underscored the significance of our mission. Throughout the year, I actively participated in five regional conventions and three 
mid-year business meetings, each contributing to our collective goals. 

One particularly memorable occasion was the Pilgrimage, where my husband, Shipmate Marcues Pena, escorted me as I placed a wreath at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Additionally, I was deeply touched by the National President's tea, an unforgettable experience that will 
remain etched in my memory. 

I collaborated closely with the Northwest region, successfully lifting a suspension and restoring functionality to the units. To facilitate ongoing 
communication and operations, I-conducted numerous Zoom meetings to address essential business matters for the Ladies Auxiliary of the 
Fleet Reserve Association (LA FRA) and maintained regular contact with regional presidents via email every six weeks. 

Regrettably, I was compelled to revoke two charters due to absence of viable alternatives, but I also had the honor of installing three unit's 
officers for 2025-2026 term. A particularly poignant moment of my presidency was presenting a 60- year service pin to Past National President 
Gail Doloway from the Southwest region, a testament to her dedication and commitment, 

In light of unforeseen challenges concerning financial investments funds and complications related to filing of tax returns with the IRS, I 
dedicated numerous hours to organizing the auxiliary's affairs. While this process remains ongoing, I am pleased to report that we are making 
significant progress in the right direction. 

ATIONAL PRESil5ENT SIGNATURE 

penakelly66@gmail.com 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT EMAIL 

10-01-2025
DATE 

Mail one (1) copy to the NES by October 1, and bring one (1) copy to National Convention for 
making your report. 

Revised 3/7/2024 
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LADIES AUXILIARY of the FLEET RESERVE ASSOCIATION 

REGIONAL PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 

YEAR SERVED: REGION: 

How many Units in your Region?  _________    

How many Units officially visited?    _________

How many Units you Installed?        _________

How many Unit Installations you attended?       _________

Number Quarterly Reports Submitted?      _________

Did you submit Regional Annual Report Winners?     _________

Membership at beginning of Fiscal Year?  _________

Membership at the end of Fiscal Year?         _________

How many deceased members?  _________

Membership Gain (+) or Loss (-) at end of Fiscal Year?     _________

 SUMMARY OF UNITS’ PARTICIPATIONS: 

UNIT ACTIVITIES PUBLICITY 

__________ Units Submitting Reports __________ 

__________ Total members in Units 

WELFARE 

__________ Units Submitting Reports __________ 

Total members in Units __________

YOUTH 

__________ Units Submitting Reports __________ 
__________ Total members in Units __________ 

Signature ____________________________________________  Email_____________________________________ 

__________

__________

Units Submitting Reports 

Total members in Units 

AMERICANISM 

Units Submitting Reports 

Total members in Units 

HOSPITAL 
Units Submitting Reports 
Total members in Units 

      UNIT REPORT
Units Submitting Reports 
Total members in Units 

 SUMMARY OF YOUR REGIONAL PRESIDENT’S TERM:(use only the space provided below) 

__________

__________

Tina.pedersen@outlook.com
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National Board of Directors Resolution Review – November 16, 2024 – November 3, 2025 

1. NBR #01 (2024-2025) Issued: January 8, 2025

RESOLVED, that there is no budget line item for this expense, so it is requested
that the NBOD authorize the expense of $200.00 to reimburse Carolyn Whitaker.

Votes: 12 
Affirmative: 11 
Negative: 0 
Abstain: 1 
No Response: RPNE/NEng 

2. NBR #02 (2024-2025) Issued: February 22, 2025

RESOLVED, that National Treasurer Sharon Lippitt is authorized to purchase a
computer under Budget Line-Item Equipment Purchase (printer new NT) SR23(a).

Votes: 13 
Affirmative: 12 
Negative: 0 
Abstain: 1 

3. NBR # 03 (2024-2025) Issued: February 28, 2025

RESOLVED, Past National Treasurer Carolyn Whitaker is authorized to turn over
her records to National Treasurer Sharon Lippitt.

Votes: 12 
Affirmative: 12 
Negative: 0 
No Response: RPNE/NEng 

4. NBR # 04 (2024-2025) Issued: March 1, 2025

RESOLVED, National Treasurer Sharon Lippitt is authorized to maintain the
National Treasurer records in her dedicated storage facility while serving as
National Treasurer for the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association.

Votes: 12 
Affirmative: 12 
Negative: 0 
No Response: RPNE/NEng 
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5. NBR#5 (2024-2025)  Issued: March 7, 2025 
 

RESOLVED,  that an overage of $400.00 be approved for the National President’s 
Tea. 
 
Votes:   11 
Affirmative:  9 
Negative:  0 
Abstain:  2 
No Response:  RPNE/NEng and RPSC 

 
6. NBR #6 (2024-2025)  Issued: March 7, 2025 

 
RESOLVED, that James Webb is authorized as the advisor for the LA FRA 
investment account through Capital Financial LLC, 

 
Votes:   11 
Affirmative:  9 
Negative:  1 
Abstain:  1 
No Response:  RPNE/NEng and RPSC 

 
7. NBR #7 (2024-2025)  Issued: June 24, 2025 

 
RESOLVED, that Travel Expenses and Accommodations in the amount of 
$1,234.00 for Unit 124 Special Investigation Committee be paid. 

 
Total Votes:  13 
Affirmative:  10 
Negative:  0 
Abstain:  3 

 
8. NBR #8 (2024-2025)  Issued: July 11, 2025 

 
RESOLVED, that according to the LA FRA C&BL Article 9, Section 905(b).  LA FRA 
National Board of Directors with a two-thirds vote to authorize the expenditure of 
$1,000.00 to assist this auxiliary member as requested as prescribed.  

 
Total Votes:  13 
Affirmative:  12 
Negative:  1 
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9. NBR #9 (2024-2025)  Issued: August 9, 2025 
 
RESOLVED, that Unit 124 Lakehurst’s charter be revoked for the foregoing 
reasons. 
 
Total Votes:  13 
Affirmative:  12 
Negative:  0 
Abstain:  1 

 
10. NBR #10 (2024-2025) Issued: August 10, 2025 

RESCINDED 

 
11. NBR #11 (2024-2025) Issued: August 27, 2025 

 
RESOLVED; it is requested that the National Board approve the overage of $100 
for Software Support SR 23(a) for the NFS. 
 
Total Votes:  13 
Affirmative:  12 
Negative:  0 
Abstain:  1 

 
12. NBR #12 (2024-2025) Issued: August 28, 2025 

 
RESOLVED; it is requested that the National Board lift the suspension of the 
Northwest Region of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association. 

 
Total Votes:  13 
Affirmative:  13 
Negative:  0 

 
13. NBR #13 (2024-2025) Issued: October 15, 2025 

 
RESOLVED; that National Treasurer Sharon Lippitt be reimbursed for these 
unexpected expenses in the amount of $947.00. 

 
Total Votes:  13 
Affirmative:  12 with 1 exception of “no to antivirus” 
Negative:  0 
Abstain:  1 
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LA FRA PILGRIMAGE REPORT 2025 

Report to Madam National President Kelly 
Madam National President Kelly, 

This is to confirm that my report has been filed with NES Laurie Starky. 

Pilgrimage Tea and Mast of the Maine Ceremony 
RPEC Loretta Jorden served as the Pilgrimage Tea Chairman, while I held the role of 
Marshall for the Mast of the Maine ceremony at Arlington Cemetery. 

This year’s preparations presented significant challenges. Unlike previous years, the FRA 
Headquarters did not include the Auxiliary in their hotel arrangements for the FRA Midyear 
Meeting. Historically, these events were coordinated together, enabling us to secure 
favorable room rates at the hotel. 

Securing Dates and Arrangements 
To move forward, we first needed to secure a date and time for the Arlington ceremonies 
honoring the USS Maine Memorial before booking a hotel. Loretta Jorden contacted 
Arlington’s Events & Ceremonies staff, who directed her to the appropriate webpage, 
initiating our planning process. Ultimately, the earliest available date was Monday, May 5th, 
2025. 

Regarding the wreath-laying at the Tomb of the Unknown, reservations could only be made 
120 days before the event. For the Mast of the Maine ceremony, dates could be reserved 
any time after January 1st. 

Hotel Reservations and Challenges 
Both Loretta and I contacted numerous hotels; however, most were prohibitively expensive, 
lacked airport shuttles, or could not meet the food and beverage requirements for the 
National Presidents’ Tea. Additionally, securing a room for the Tea proved difficult. I then 
assumed responsibility for booking the hotel and reached out to PNP Helen Courneya, who 
contacted Helmsbriscoe. Ten years ago, Helmsbriscoe successfully assisted the Auxiliary 
in securing a hotel. Working with Bonnie Brady, we finalized a contract by February 25th, 
2025, with the Hyatt Regency Crystal City. 

After the hotel contract was complete, I coordinated with the banquet team to select the 
menu for the National Presidents’ Tea. Loretta Jorden and I met with Banquet Coordinator 
Betsy Jones at the hotel to finalize the food and beverage arrangements. 
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Guest Room Commitment and Support 
Our total guest room commitment was 25 rooms: five for Saturday, May 3rd; ten for Sunday, 
May 4th; and ten for Monday, May 5th. The cost per night was $199.00 plus tax, with parking 
at $45.00 per day. To help offset parking costs for members staying at the hotel and 
attending the Presidents’ Tea, I appealed to Unit 24, which generously donated $500.00. 

Event Logistics 
I ordered two wreaths from Twin Towers Florist in Arlington, VA, who deliver directly to the 
cemetery. The National Executive Secretary prepared and distributed copies of the LA FRA 
Annual Pilgrimage program. 

Reflections 
The task was demanding and, at times, exhausting. Completing these arrangements 
required considerable effort and support. I am grateful for the assistance I received from all 
involved. 

Recommendations 
• Coordinate the FY 2026 Pilgrimage with the FRA Midyear Convention dates.
• The Pilgrimage booking should be solely on securing the USS Maine Memorial

ceremony date at Arlington early in the year. Obtaining a reservation for the Tomb of
the Unknown on the same day would be a bonus for the National President.

In Loyalty, Protection and Service, 

Diane Hoover PNP 

National Pilgrimage Marshall 
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PILGRIMAGE TEA 2025 ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY 

Dear Madam President Kelly, 

Thank you for the honor and appointment to be your Pilgrimage Chairman. I did not know 
how much work this one day brings but between Diane and I we figured it out. We now 
know in the future that we have to secure a spot for the tomb since that gets filled up 
quickly {120 days before}. 

In contacting the head of coordination at Arlington, she was very helpful and knew our 
dilemma with having the tomb and the Mast of the Maine on the same day. I also worked 
with the man in charged with chairs, microphone and podium. They helped me with 
contacting the Navy in securing a bugler to play taps at the ceremony at the Mast of the 
Maine. I must have stirred the pot with how important this event is with our organization, 
because we had at least 3 attendees from Arlington come to see our program. 

I also shared some information by email to you and PNP Helen Courneya on your event to 
keep you informed of the process. Our day was a beautiful day with rain looming all around 
us and we managed to finish just in time when the heavens opened, and we were blessed 
with rain.  

With Diane’s help we secured a small room to hold your National Presidents Tea. My 
daughters did come and help me with setting up the room for all to come and celebrate 
you. Virginia Jorden PRPEC made up goodie bags and made the cake topper plus she 
ordered the cake. We did introduction around the room and enjoyed some fruit and 
assorted pastries along with are Tea and coffee. We had 7 National officers and 6 Branch 
members in attendance along with other auxiliary members. 

I want to thank you for letting me help you have a successful Tea and Mast of the Maine 
Program. While visiting Branch and Unit 41 last weekend, the Branch President Joe Black 
commented on the Auxiliary doing a program at the Mast of the Maine to honor that historic 
event. I was very touched that he acknowledged us in that endeavor. 

I was very proud that two of my daughters were your color bearers for this day. Thank you 
again for entrusting me with this duty. 

In Loyalty, Protection, and Service, 

Loretta W. Jorden 

RP EC Unit 24 
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AUXILIARY OF THE FLEET RESERVE ASSOCIATION 

VAVS Committee 

Year served: 2024-2025 

VAVS Representative Dorothy Smiley 
VAVS Depurty Christina Murray, PNP 
candlesamist@yahoo.com 
757-240-7537

The VAVS Conference in November 2024 was cancelled due to the Government shut down. 
A freeze was put on all funding and training. The freeze was lifted in the earlier part of this 
year but, the recent shut down we are waiting for further notice. Unit 269, Helen Courneya 
274, and Cindy Rodman Tuck 31, I want to recognize them for their great work they have 
demonstrated with the VA community and attendance in quarterly VAVS meetings.  The 
S.A.V.E. Suicide Prevention Training took place in August via zoom for all volunteers. We 
encourage all Units to locate your local VA centers and hospitals to coordinate with a VAVS 
Representative for your service hours and donations. We continual to have strength in 
numbers. 

In loyalty, Protection and Service 

Dorothy Smiley, NC 
candlesamist@yahoo.com 
757-240-7537
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LA FRA ARCHIVES REPORT 2025 

File: LAFRAArchivesinventory2025 

LA FRA National Inventory Audit Report 

Overview of Inventory Visit 
On September 8th, 2025, an inventory audit was conducted for the LA FRA National belongings 
stored at the facility located at 370 Holland Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. The audit team 
consisted of Sylvia Wainio PNC, Cathleen Erickson and me. Our objective was to ensure accurate 
records and accountability for all Auxiliary property currently held in storage. 

Inventory Process 
To carry out the inventory, the team traveled to the FRA Headquarters at 1600 Duke Street, Suite 
300, Alexandria, VA. Upon arrival, we were greeted by FRA Director of Administration & Facility, 
Kimberly Turner (formerly Afolabi). Kimberly graciously drove us to the storage unit and remained 
with us throughout the audit process. 

Due to the previous relocation of the FRA headquarters from West Street to Duke Street, all 
Auxiliary items had been securely packed in boxes, with pictures and charters wrapped in bubble 
wrap and taped shut. During the audit, we opened boxes and assigned numbers for tracking. For 
items that remained in bubble wrap—such as pictures and charters—we identified their general 
contents without unwrapping them, to preserve their condition and safety while in storage. 

Recommendations and Findings 
I recommend that the National LA FRA Charter remain in the custody of the National President 
until all LA FRA property is removed from any storage facility. Additionally, Diane Hoover returned 
the National flags to headquarters, where Kimberly Turner took possession. Kimberly confirmed 
she would ensure that our flags would be sent to the National Convention in Branson, Missouri, 
scheduled for November 4–7, 2025, along with the FRA convention boxes. 

It was observed that the National flags needed cleaning and that the American Flag was missing 
the Eagle top and should be replaced immediately.  

The inventory of the boxes, pictures and charters will be listed on a separate page. 

In Loyalty, Protection and Service, 

Diane Hoover PNP 

Archives Chairman 
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LA FRA ARCHIVES REPORT 2025 

File: LAFRAArchivesinventory2025 
 

INVENTORY: 

BOX 1 

National Presidents Pictures 

BOX 2   

Banners: 194,211,217,228,239,240,244,283,351,361,372 

Charters: 3,30,45,90,118,133,146,149,155,173,180,186,194,2004,209,209,212,229,229,241, 
252,268, 299,310,311,348 

BOX 1 OF 3 

 National Treasurer papers for FY 2015-2016; National Treasurer 2016-2017; National Treasurer 
2017-2018; Procedure 2015-2016 

BOX 4 

Banners: 7,69,176,200,282 

Altar cloth 

Blue picture album 

(2) Large Unit Charters 

BOX 5 

Black tray 

Unit 163 banner 

Unit 141 charter 

Hat Box: Memory of Paula Miller 

BOX 6 

14 Banners 

Gavels, Bible, flag, charter in tube 

2 Pictures 

BOX 7 

MINUTES OR DRAFTS OF MINUTES: 1993,94, 95,96, 97, 98, 99,2000,01, 03, 04, 05, 
06,07,08,09,10,11,14 AND 2015 
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LA FRA ARCHIVES REPORT 2025 

File: LAFRAArchivesinventory2025 
 

INVENTORY CONTINUED: 

 

VARIOUS INDIVIDUAL TAPED PICTURES AND CHARTERS 

YMCA framed plaque 

Large Charter, Unit unknown 

Charter for Unit 141 and 163 

National LA FRA 1936 Charter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

64



AUXILIARY OF THE FLEET RESERVE ASSOCIATION 

COURTESY CHAIRMAN REPORT 

What year served: 2023-2024 

As many people are not aware, I will start with thanking Veralyn for the appointment as the 

Courtesy Chairman. 

The duties of the Chairman are to find out who the people are who made our last convention a 

great success. 

Upon return from Annapolis, MD, I sent thank you cards to the Hotel management staff, 

catering people, the people who helped in the Hospitality Room and all the special committees. 

Thank you cards were sent out to: General Manager, Catering Manager, Bartenders the 

restaurant staff, Pizza company that delivered every night to the Hospitality Room and the 

business where all the alcohol beverages were purchased. 

I had the honor of doing this again for Veralyn Thomas. 

Yours in Loyalty, Protection & Service, 

�J!�v&:� 
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LADIES AUXILIARY OF THE FLEET RESERVE ASSOCIATION

National President 2025-2026

Livermore Unit 287 Nominating Resolution

WHEREAS, it will be the responsibility and the privilege of the delegates assembled at the 92nd National
Convention of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association held in Springfield, Missouri on
November 3- 9, 2025, to elect one of its outstanding members to the office of National President for the
association year 2025-2026; and

WHEREAS, the duties of the office require that the person elected must possess leadership, integrity,
executive and administrative abilities; and

WHEREAS, Livermore Unit 287 in Livermore, California has a member, KELLY MARIE PENA, who has
demonstrated all the required qualifications, as well as dedication to the three cardinal principles of
Loyalty, Protection, and Service of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association; and

WHEREAS, she is currently serving as the LA FRA National President, has served as National Vice-
President 2023-2024, West Coast Regional President 2016-2017, 2020-202 1 and 202 1-2022, 2022-2023
and WCR Vice President 2015-2016, and served on Regional Unit Report Committee and has served on
various National Conventions as the Medic/Nurse. Was on the 2023 National Convention Committee
that was held in Sparks, Nevada. On the Unit level, she has served as Unit President, Unit Vice
President, Membership Chairperson. She has also served as Secretary and chaplain of other Veteran
Organizations such as American Legion Unit and District level along with serving Le Femme Cabane. She
has also served on the Branch 101 Marine Ball Committee and has assisted the Branch sponsored Bingo
game as an Assistant Manager; Kelly has participated in many Veterans Day and July parades, raised
and lowered flags at local cemeteries during Memorial Day ceremonies and volunteered at the Menlo
Park Rehabilitation Hospital at their events for their patients. She collects donations for other non-profit
organizations such as Operation Gratitude and the local VA hospital and Fisher House in Palo Alto. Kelly
has attended Mid-year, Regional and National Conventions for the past thirteen years. Kelly has had the
honor to attend the annual Pilgrimage in Washington D.C. a few times. She also has a professional
medical career for the past 35 years and is currently working at the Palo Alto VA Hospital as an Infusion
nursing coordinator.

RESOLVE, that Livermore Unit 287, at a regularly scheduled business meeting held on March 08, 2025,
with a quorum being present, by a majority vote did place in nomination the name of Kelly Marie Pena
for the office of National President of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association for the
association year of 2025-2026.

RESOLVE, that the members of Livermore Unit 287 do earnestly solicit the endorsement and support of
each Unit in the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association for candidacy of Kelly Marie Pena for
National President of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet Reserve Association for the association year 2025-

Unit President, Kelly Marie Pena Unit Secretary, Hope Jow
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I would like to thank you all for this opportunity to serve as the West Coast Regional President

for the 2024-2025 term. I had a great time, met some wonderful people, and did my best to keep

the region in order.
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